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  For my entry into the National History Day project, i chose my topic: Tim Berners Lee and the 
World Wide Web. The term ‘World Wide Web’ also sounded familiar and as I investigated the 
topic it seemed to have plenty of credible sources, so so far the topic was a top pick.  Plus I 
have always wondered about the we and what the URL was for, where the web came from, etc. 
As I investigated a little more and as i got more background info, it sounded interesting to me, 
with a bunch of complicated computer stuff.  I did not do much broadening or narrowing down 
because i found the title of my project in a history day idea packet, and as I researched i found 
there was no reason to change it. 
 
  I conducted my research using easybib, taking notes and automatically putting sources into my 
bibliography.  I went to my school’s libraries for books, and googled my topic for websites (then 
checked easybib to see if it was credible).  The sources i found most useful were the ones over 
the web, there seemed to be many websites on the history of the World Wide Web, its creator.  
The websites provided good solid info, were not opinionated (for the most part) and were easy 
to cite using easybib (simple copy/paste URL).  Some problems I encountered getting sources 
were finding ones that were not online, and ones about what happened after Tim Berners 
Lee created the web.  One major thing that changed my understanding of this topic is that the 
internet is not the web, nor the web the internet, but rather father (internet) and son (web)..
 
  The reason I chose to do a website because it seemed to fit the topic, the World Wide Web 
website, it seemed symbolic enough to do it for that reason.  A website about how websites 
came around.  I also used a website to create a free website with Weebly, which was simple.  
Plus if I wanted to I could put in a little custom HTML. (I’m not what you call a computer genius, 
I know how to put in pictures, change fonts, simple things.  When it comes to creating an entire 
custom layout through manual HTML, no thanks).  The most frustrating thing I had to do during 
my ENTIRE history day experience, is when i had to comply with the word limit.  Some people 
call me a “perfectionist”, and when someone tells me to do something, such as write a paper, I 
always put as much explanation into what I’m doing as i can.  Then when  find out that i have to 
be under 1200 words (for my website), i do a word count, and I have about 2200 words (and I 
hate taking out my precious details).  So i spent the next 3 days shortening it as much as i can, 
taking out as much as whole paragraphs out, it turned out it did not flow right, so i had to rewrite 
a bunch of stuff so someone who did not study computer science in college would understand.  
So I ended up creating a whole web tab on vocab words, entitled “good words to know”.  
 
  My topic, Tim Berners Lee and the world wide web was a turning point in history.  I know this 
because we use the web every day.  Without it, I would not be able to make this document, as I 
made it through google docs.  In math class, we use schoology to take online quizzes and tests. 
In Communications we do projects such as this one with web implementations.  Other than 
the web changing the way education works, it also has a big effect on communication.  Online, 
almost every news station has a website, where you can get the news.  Then theres youtube, 
where you can learn to do almost anything for free, or just have a laugh.  Facebook, where you 
can catch up with friends.  We use the web more than you think.  Some real impacts from the 
creation of the World Wide Web include cyber wars, identity theft, etc.  With the creation of the 
web, you can access almost anything, even sites you are not supposed to be in.  The web is 



hackable, and with many computer geniuses out there, the ones working for good have to work 
hard to secure top secret info.  The good thing is that we have came up with encrypting credit 
card numbers, so if you are buying from a reliable source you’re safe.  Though the unlucky ones 
have even got their identity stolen, and i don't even have to explain how bad that is. There are 
more negative effects of the web (which is on the website). Overall, the creation of the web has 
had an impact on the digitalized world today.
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